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Abstract

The study aims to benefit from the Malaysian experience in the
use of zakat to alleviate poverty, where Zakat represents the third
pillar of Islam. Because of poverty and the widening class
differences of the important problems that plague many countries
in general, and Egypt in particular, some Islamic countries have
begun including Malaysia, to consider Zakat as an important tool
of fiscal policy, and one of the main mechanisms that could
contribute to re-distribution of income and alleviate poverty.
Therefore Malaysia has paid considerable attention to zakat
institutions, and in particular since the beginning of the nineties
of last century, which witnessed a significant development in the
legislative and institutional frameworks, as well as in the
collection and distribution of Zakat mechanisms. Malaysia
poverty rates also decreased significantly, while poverty rates
have risen in Egypt and increased class differences, in the
absence of a legislative structure binding, or real institutional
structure for zakat.

Keywords: Zakat, poverty, Malaysia, Egypt, income
redistribution.
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