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Ownership of Zakat Assets by their Recipients
and its Effect on the Distribution of Zakat

MOHAMED MAHMOUD EL GAMMAL *

Abstract

Zakat is the financial and social pillar of Islam, and by its performance, one enters the community
of Muslims. The Almighty says: {But if they repent, establish prayer, and give zakat, then they
are your brothers in religion} (Quran 9:11). Zakat, although it is coupled with prayer in the Quran,
it is not that effective nowadays, and its institutions lack proper management, follow-up and
oversight. Indeed, Zakat has been ordained with the aim of achieving many economic, social,
political and moral goals for both the individual as well as the society. The ownership of Zakat
assets by their recipients is one of the important issues in contemporary zakat jurisprudence, and it
is one of the urgent issues that require a proper study especially nowadays after some scholars
have called for investing the Zakat money in economic projects to secure a stable and sustainable
financial resource for those who are entitled to Zakat. On other hand, the human being is the basis
of the Islamic approach to economic development, because he is the primary engine of economic
activity, and he is truly the main means of the development process, especially that the Creator
has entrusted him with developing the earth. Thus, limiting his ownership over assets may affect
his ability to discharge the above responsibilities in life. Perhaps the foregoing introduction
prompts us to try to answer the basic question in this study, which is: Is ownership of the Zakat
assets by their recipients required, or that the assets can be invested, and the generated income
thereof can be given to the recipients? What is the effect of the scholarly disagreement over the
above issue on the distribution of Zakat?

Keywords: Ownership, Public Interests, Channels of Zakat, Zakat Conditions.
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