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Rules of Almsgiving for Commodities either for Commerce or
Ownership :

A Comparative Jurisprudent Study

Haruna Sabo Dankoli

Abstract

Almsgiving is a great instruction imposed by Allah upon Muslims. It is one of the most
important pillars of Islam. Thus, knowing the rule of almsgiving, the kind of asset, the
amount to be distracted from that asset and used as almsgiving is necessary. Allah
imposed almsgiving on capable individuals in order to contribute in looking after the
needy ones. The study aimed at getting knowledge of rules of almsgiving according to
dependable and original source that are adduced by jurisprudents of different schools.
It also aimed at focusing on what jurisprudents say about rule of almsgiving,
concerning commercial commodities either for sale or ownership in particular. The
study adopted the inductive deductive method. It has come up with many results, most
importantly; the opinion of those who say almsgiving is a must is given preference, the
suitable duration for owning a commodity is one year, commercial commodity is
treated just like gold and silver for which the almsgiving is a quarter of the tenth
(2.5%). It has been revealed that almsgiving is to be taken as a value from the
commodity not the commodity itself because the commodity itself is not stable. There
is no difference between merchants who are either synchronizers or monopolists
concerning the due time for almsgiving. They are to be dealt with is the same fashion.
It has also been revealed that almsgiving for assets are treated according to the kind of
asset that is exposed for commerce e.g., animals and cereals. The study has shown that
the reason behind almsgiving is for the sake of the growth of property. Therefore, if the
property is not developing then almsgiving is invalid. The study suggests that official
need to implement their roles as collectors and distributers of almsgiving for the sake
of striking balance between people: consequently, to create a friendly relation between
the rich and the poor and to prevent wrongdoing such as theft. The study recommends
individuals, in the Muslim community, to acquaint themselves with jurisprudent laws
in their business activities for fear of falling in disobedience such as abstaining
almsgiving and practicing loans harking.
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